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HUMAN RIGHTS MONTH

DECEMBER 5, 2024

WHEREAS, on December 10, 1948, the United Nations General Assembly
adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, establishing universal
rights and freedom for all people, regardless of race, color, religion, sex,
language, political opinion, national origin, or other status; and

WHEREAS, Human Rights Month brings awareness to protecting our
residents, employees, and visitors from discrimination enshrined in the
District of Columbia Human Rights Act of 1977, a cornerstone of our city’s
legal framework; and

WHEREAS, Washington, DC leads in civil rights protection with 23
safeguarded traits, including race, gender, disability, sexual orientation, and
homeless status, and stands unwavering in its commitment to equality,
justice, and dignity for all; and

WHEREAS, the unique and extensive coverage provided by our Office of
Human Rights (OHR) ensures that all residents are afforded equal
opportunities for employment, housing, and public accommodations, thus
setting a powerful example; and

WHEREAS, this year’s international theme, “Dignity, Freedom, and Justice for
All,” reflects the shared vision of my Administration and OHR to lead a city where
every individual - regardless of background, identity, or circumstance - can live free
from prejudice and discrimination:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, THE MAYOR OF WASHINGTON, DC, do
hereby proclaim the month of December 2024 as “HUMAN RIGHTS
MONTH?” in Washington, DC. I encourage all Washingtonians to join me
in reflecting on the importance of human rights, supporting OHR’s vital
work, and in acting to promote dignity, freedom, and justice for all.
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