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            You Have the Right to Rent, Regardless of How You Pay 
 

Your Rights Under the DC Human Rights Act 

The DC Human Rights Act of 1977 (DCHRA) prohibits source of income discrimination in housing, which usually 

involves unfair treatment of a prospective renter because that person seeks to pay their rent with the assistance of 

an income-based housing subsidy (e.g., housing choice vouchers). Generally, under the DCHRA, it is an unlawful 

discriminatory practice to deny, directly or indirectly, any individual the full and equal enjoyment of housing, 

including the rental of a dwelling, services, facilities, and privileges, based on a person’s source of income. 

 
What Is Source of Income?  

The DCHRA defines “source of income” broadly to include monetary assistance provided to a housing provider 

either directly or through a tenant.1 Source of income can include, but is not limited to: 

• Payments from federal and local programs 

• Short-and long-term rental subsidies 

• Housing choice vouchers (Section 8) 

• Emergency assistance payments 

• Supplemental Security Income (SSI)  

• Unemployment insurance payments 

• Alimony 

• Veteran’s benefit 

• Disability benefits payments 

 
Examples of federal and local subsidy programs include: 

• Housing choice vouchers 

• Rapid re-housing 

• Emergency rental assistance 

• Permanent supportive housing 

• Shelter plus care 

• Short-term Rent, Mortgage, and Utility (STRMU) 

• Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (VASH) 

• Tenant-based rental assistance under Housing      

  Opportunities for Persons With HIV/AIDS (HOPWA) 

 

 
For More Information 

To learn more about source of income discrimination or other fair housing topics, please  

scan the QR code or visit ohr.dc.gov/fairhousing. You can also contact us with any  

questions at:  

• E-mail: ohr@dc.gov  

• In-Person: 441 4th Street NW, Suite 570N, Washington, DC 20001  

• Phone: (202) 727-4559 

 
1 See D.C. Code § 2-1401.02(29) (defining “source of income”). 


