
 

 
Monthly News & Updat​es

 
April 2025

Issue LXXX (80)

Director's Note
���� (Amharic) | �� (Chinese) | Français (French)

��� (Korean)| Español (Spanish) |Tiếng Việt (Vietnamese)

Dear Residents, Neighbors, and Friends:
 

April is a month of reflection, celebration, and action for us in recognizing a
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few key causes related to our mission. Each celebration highlights our
ongoing efforts to make our communities more accessible and inclusive to all
District residents.

One of the most significant celebrations of this month is DC Language Access
Month, an opportunity to reaffirm our dedication to equal access for residents
with limited or no English proficiency. The DC Language Access Act of 2004
was a turning point in breaking down language barriers to basic government
services.

Rosa Carrillo, Director of our L anguage A ccess P rogram, encourages us to
remember that "we should be proud to live in a city that has taken steps to
mitigate language barriers and empower communities that have been
linguistically isolated." Her team marked the 20th anniversary of the Act last
year with community members, advocates, and government agencies - a
milestone that shows the ongoing commitment to ensuring our District
government services are available to everyone Washington, DC.

Housing is a basic human right, and this April, OHR is thrilled to introduce
#DCFairHousingFridays, an initiative in partnership with various DC
agencies to commemorate Fair Housing Month. Every Friday in April,
housing experts from agencies, such as the Department of Housing and
Community Development and the Office of Disability Rights, will share
educational resources and advice on fair housing rights so residents are aware
of their protection under the DC Human Rights Act. Through robust training
and outreach, OHR continues to advocate for fairness in housing with the aim
to empower all residents to rent or purchase housing without discrimination.

Since the Fair Criminal Record Screening Act, also known as the Ban-the-Box
Act, was passed, OHR has been working tirelessly to enforce the law and
support returning citizens in reentry. Through the Fair Chance Initiative, we
partner with key stakeholders like the Mayor’s Office on Returning Citizen
Affairs (MORCA) to remove barriers and break down stereotypes of those
returning to their communities. While Second Chance Month shines a light on
this issue, our work goes beyond the month of April as we continue to
advocate and outreach to bring returning citizens the resources and
opportunities they need to succeed.

We’re also celebrating National Deaf History Month this month, honoring
deaf and hard-of-hearing achievements while recognizing historic moments
that have impacted accessibility rights. OHR is proud to enforce the D C  O pen
M ovie C aptioning R equirement A mendment A ct to make sure DC movie
theaters offer open captioning and improve the movie-going experience for
our deaf and hard-of-hearing communities. By partnering with advocacy
groups and the Mayor’s Office of Deaf, DeafBlind, and Hard of Hearing
(MODDHH), we’re promoting more accessibility.

April isn’t just a month of celebration - it’s a call to action. These events make
us remember how much we’ve already done and invite us to move forward.

https://ohr.dc.gov/page/language-access-program-information
https://ohr.dc.gov/page/open-movie-captioning


Join OHR for training sessions, events and dialogue to create positive changes
throughout DC. Let’s keep celebrating communities and acknowledging the
work that’s still being done across the District!

In Solidarity,

Kenneth Saunders
OHR Director​

Trait of the Month

Under the D.C. Human Rights Act, there are 20 protected traits in the enforcement area of
Housing.

DID YOU KNOW: The average American moves 11.7 times in their lifetime.

What's New and Upcoming



2025 Welcome Home Expo for Returning Citizens

Mayor Bowser is hosting the Welcome Home Expo, an event dedicated to supporting
returning citizens. It will feature job training programs, government resources, and
opportunities to aid their successful reintegration into the community.

Date and Time: Wednesday, April 23, 10 AM
Location: Stadium Armory – Drill Floor (2001 East Capitol Street SE)
Registration: http://tinyurl.com/MORCAExpo2025

http://tinyurl.com/MORCAExpo2025


2025 #DCFairHousingFridays

You can still register for OHR’s #DCFairHousingFridays and join insightful presentations
led by housing experts from different DC agencies.

To learn more about your fair housing rights, visit our Fair Housing Resource Portal! 

https://ohr.dc.gov/fairhousing


OHR Strategic Action Plan Public Comment

Join us for a special listening lab to share your ideas and feedback on OHR's draft
Strategic Action Plan. The Plan will outline new OHR initiatives aimed at enhancing our
outreach and providing equal opportunity and access for all District residents.

This event will take place in person, with a virtual attendance option available. We will
have additional sessions in Ward 7 and 8 in the coming months, so stay tuned for
updates! 

Date and Time: Wednesday, April 30, 6 PM
Location: Southwest Neighborhood Library - 900 Wesley Pl SW
Registration: bit.ly/OHRStrategicPlan_Ward6

https://dc-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/h9w32I98Sxe86u3QUrCTTQ#/registration


DC 2050: A Plan for All 8 Wards

The DC Office of Planning is working alongside DC residents, community organizations,
businesses, and elected officials to develop DC 2050, the District's next Comprehensive
Plan.

DC 2050 will guide where and how we build new housing, grow job opportunities, connect
neighborhoods, preserve our rich history, and invest in important services. As our city
evolves, DC 2050 will align land use policies and investments to make the District more
equitable, affordable, and resilient.

Get involved to help shape the District’s future!
Sign up for emails and complete the Vision Survey at DC2050.com.
Join upcoming events to share your ideas.
Spread the word!

Contact the DC Office of Planning at DC2050@dc.gov, 202-442-7600, or follow their
work on Instagram and X. 

OHR In the Community

OHR kicked off the
#DCFairHousingFridays webinar
series on April 4 to celebrate 2025 Fair
Housing Month. The session featured a
presentation on housing rights under
the DC Human Rights Act.

​On April 7, OHR participated in the DC
Public Schools’ Annual Leading with
Pride Conference, engaging with
students, families, and advocates while

https://dc2050.com/
https://dc2050.com/
https://dc2050.dc.gov/pages/get-involved
mailto:DC2050@dc.gov
https://instagram.com/op_indc
https://x.com/opindc


sharing valuable resources.

As part of DC Language Access
Awareness Month, OHR’s Language
Access Program conducted multiple

training sessions and connected with a
wide range of stakeholders.

On April 9, the team met with over 30
community members at Community of

Hope to share insights on language
access rights in DC.

On April 11, the team also provided in-
depth information about language
access rights to service providers and
constituents at VIDA Senior Center.

DC Office of Human Rights | 202.727.4559 | ohr.dc.gov

        

Our Company | Contact Us | FAQs | Privacy Policy

 

DC Office of Human Rights | 441 4th St NW Ste 570N | Washington, DC 20001 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://ohr.dc.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/DCOHR/
https://www.instagram.com/dchumanrights/
https://www.instagram.com/dchumanrights/
https://twitter.com/DCHumanRights
https://www.youtube.com/dchumanrights
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice



	Monthly News & Updat﻿es
	Director's Note
	Trait of the Month

