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Director's Note

o0 (Amharic) | o (Chinese) | Francais (French)

000 (Korean) | Espafiol (Spanish) | Tiéng Viét (Vietnamese)

Dear Residents, Neighbors, and Friends:

April is a month of reflection, celebration, and action for us in recognizing a
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few key causes related to our mission. Each celebration highlights our
ongoing efforts to make our communities more accessible and inclusive to all
District residents.

One of the most significant celebrations of this month is DC Language Access
Month, an opportunity to reaffirm our dedication to equal access for residents
with limited or no English proficiency. The DC Language Access Act of 2004
was a turning point in breaking down language barriers to basic government
services.

Rosa Carrillo, Director of our Language A ccess Program encourages us to
remember that "we should be proud to live in a city that has taken steps to
mitigate language barriers and empower communities that have been
linguistically isolated." Her team marked the 20th anniversary of the Act last
year with community members, advocates, and government agencies - a
milestone that shows the ongoing commitment to ensuring our District
government services are available to everyone Washington, DC.

Housing is a basic human right, and this April, OHR is thrilled to introduce
#DCFairHousingFridays, an initiative in partnership with various DC
agencies to commemorate Fair Housing Month. Every Friday in April,
housing experts from agencies, such as the Department of Housing and
Community Development and the Office of Disability Rights, will share
educational resources and advice on fair housing rights so residents are aware
of their protection under the DC Human Rights Act. Through robust training
and outreach, OHR continues to advocate for fairness in housing with the aim
to empower all residents to rent or purchase housing without discrimination.

Since the Fair Criminal Record Screening Act, also known as the Ban-the-Box
Act, was passed, OHR has been working tirelessly to enforce the law and
support returning citizens in reentry. Through the Fair Chance Initiative, we
partner with key stakeholders like the Mayor’s Office on Returning Citizen
Affairs (MORCA) to remove barriers and break down stereotypes of those
returning to their communities. While Second Chance Month shines a light on
this issue, our work goes beyond the month of April as we continue to
advocate and outreach to bring returning citizens the resources and
opportunities they need to succeed.

We're also celebrating National Deaf History Month this month, honoring
deaf and hard-of-hearing achievements while recognizing historic moments
that have impacted accessibility rights. OHR is proud to enforce the D C O pen
Movie Captioning Requirement Amendment A ctto make sure DC movie
theaters offer open captioning and improve the movie-going experience for
our deaf and hard-of-hearing communities. By partnering with advocacy
groups and the Mayor’s Office of Deaf, DeafBlind, and Hard of Hearing
(MODDHH), we’re promoting more accessibility.

April isn’t just a month of celebration - it’s a call to action. These events make
us remember how much we’ve already done and invite us to move forward.



https://ohr.dc.gov/page/language-access-program-information
https://ohr.dc.gov/page/open-movie-captioning

Join OHR for training sessions, events and dialogue to create positive changes
throughout DC. Let’s keep celebrating communities and acknowledging the
work that’s still being done across the District!

In Solidarity,

Kenneth Saunders
OHR Director

Trait of the Month

1.  Age 12. Place of Residence or Business
2, Color 13. Political Affiliation
an 3. Disability 14, Race

4. Family Responsibilities 15. Religion

HOUSING 5 Familial Status 16. Sealed Eviction Record
6.  Gender Identity 7. Sex
7. Homeless Status 18, Sexual Orientation
8. Marital Status 19. Source of Income
9. Matriculation 20. Status as a Victim of an Intrafamily
10. Mational Origin Offense
1. Personal Appearance

Under the D.C. Human Rights Act, there are 20 protected traits in the enforcement area of
Housing.

DID YOU KNOW: The average American moves 11.7 times in their lifetime.

What's New and Upcoming



THE MAYOR'S OFFICE ON RETURNING CITIZEN AFFAIRS PRESENTS

VY, . YT nqmﬂ 4 -
\/\/ EI:IU\JUVU\_ZI LN 4l

EXPO

The event will include local resources fof
returning citizens, including training providers,
employers, vital record agencies, treatment
programs, and more!

Wednesday, Aprit 23 @ 10am

Stadium Armory - Drill Floor
2001 East Capitol Street SE
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To request reasonable accommodations,
please contact orca@dc.gov
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2025 Welcome Home Expo for Returning Citizens

Mayor Bowser is hosting the Welcome Home Expo, an event dedicated to supporting
returning citizens. It will feature job training programs, government resources, and
opportunities to aid their successful reintegration into the community.

e Date and Time: Wednesday, April 23, 10 AM
e Location: Stadium Armory — Drill Floor (2001 East Capitol Street SE)
e Registration: http://tinyurl.com/MORCAExpo2025



http://tinyurl.com/MORCAExpo2025

The Office of Human Rights (OHR) Presents

#DCFairHousingFridays

Celebrate 2025 Fair Housing Month by joining OHR and District partners for a webinar
series, where experts will break down housing protections and resources in DC!

¢’ Register for each session here: tinyurl.com/2025FairHousingDC

April 4 THE OFFICE OF HUMAN RIGHTS

11:00 am Learn about fair housing laws, the DC Human Rights Act, and
how to file a discrimination complaint

THE EQUAL RIGHTS CENTER

Understand local and federal protections related to tenancy
screening policies, and explore best practices for screening
applicants

April 11
11:00 am

THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT & THE OFFICE OF DISABILITY RIGHTS

ADA reasonable accommodation and modification in fair
housing: Examples in service animals, parking, structural
changes, and accessible units with insights on affirmative fair
housing marketing

April 18
11:00 am

THE OFFICE OF THE DC ATTORNEY GENERAL

Discover how the office enforces fair housing laws in a way
that differs from OHR and tackles Source of Income
discrimination
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2025 #DCFairHousingFridays

You can still register for OHR’s # DCFairHousingFridays and join insightful presentations
led by housing experts from different DC agencies.

To learn more about your fair housing rights, visit our Fair Housing Resource Portal!



https://ohr.dc.gov/fairhousing

. Public Comment Period

OHR STrATEGIC |

ACTION PLAN

Join the Office of Human Rights (OHR) for a special listening lab to share your
feedback on OHR's Strategic Action Plan!

WHEN: Wednesday, April 30
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM ' <CAN HERE
WHERE: Southwest Library (900 Wesley PI SW) il TO REGISTER

Virtual option is also available

RSVP: bit.ly/OHRStrategicPlan Wardé
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OHR Strategic Action Plan Public Comment

Join us for a special listening lab to share your ideas and feedback on OHR's draft
Strategic Action Plan. The Plan will outline new OHR initiatives aimed at enhancing our
outreach and providing equal opportunity and access for all District residents.

This event will take place in person, with a virtual attendance option available. We will
have additional sessions in Ward 77 and 8 in the coming months, so stay tuned for

updates!

e Date and Time: Wednesday, April 30, 6 PM
e Location: Southwest Neighborhood Library - 900 Wesley Pl SW
e Registration: bit.ly/OHRStrategicPlan_Ward6



https://dc-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/h9w32I98Sxe86u3QUrCTTQ#/registration

the District's/Next Comprehensive'Plan
DC2050.com
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DC 2050: A Plan for All 8 Wards

The DC Office of Planning is working alongside DC residents, community organizations,
businesses, and elected officials to develop DC 2050, the District's next Comprehensive
Plan.

DC 2050 will guide where and how we build new housing, grow job opportunities, connect
neighborhoods, preserve our rich history, and invest in important services. As our city
evolves, DC 2050 will align land use policies and investments to make the District more
equitable, affordable, and resilient.

Get involved to help shape the District’s future!
e Sign up for emails and complete the Vision Survey at DC2050.com.
e Join upcoming events to share your ideas.
e Spread the word!

Contact the DC Office of Planning at DC2050@dc.gov, 202-442-7600, or follow their
work on Instagram and X.

OHR In the Community

OHR kicked off the
Week 1 of Fair Housing Fridays #DCFairHousingFridays webinar
Office of Human Rights in Supporting | s serieg on April 4 to celebr'ate 2025 Fair
and Protecting Fair HousinginDC | & HOllSlng Month. The session featured a
e “‘ presentation on housing rights under
Outeach g Sl the DC Human Rights Act.

On April 7, OHR participated in the DC
Public Schools’ Annual Leading with
Pride Conference, engaging with
students, families, and advocates while



https://dc2050.com/
https://dc2050.com/
https://dc2050.dc.gov/pages/get-involved
mailto:DC2050@dc.gov
https://instagram.com/op_indc
https://x.com/opindc

sharing valuable resources.

As part of DC Language Access
Awareness Month, OHR’s Language
Access Program conducted multiple

training sessions and connected with a
wide range of stakeholders.

On April 9, the team met with over 30
community members at Community of
Hope to share insights on language
access rights in DC.

On April 11, the team also provided in-
depth information about language
access rights to service providers and
constituents at VIDA Senior Center.
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